
                       Nuisance Prevention Tips for                 

                             Feral (Wild/ Stray) Cats  
         

Feral (w ild) cat s, like raccoons and possum s, have becom e par t  of  our  urban landscape. These cat s and t heir  o f fspr ing are t he vict im s 

of  abandonm ent , accident al loss and failure by ow ners t o st er ilize t heir  pet s. Hum an dw ellings provide w ild an im als/ unow ned cat s w it h t hree 

t h ings t hey need t o survive: shelt er , food and w at er . To overcom e daily challenges t o t heir  survival, t hey have learned t o adapt  and live in  

close proxim it y t o hum an beings. 

 

Conf lict s m ay occur  w hen areas on your  proper t y (decks, craw l spaces, sheds, et c.) are not  proper ly sealed/ prot ect ed or  w hen norm al 

food sources or  shelt er  are scarce, as dur ing t he w int er . If  an anim al is dam aging your  proper t y, seeking shelt er  or  scaveng ing in your  t rash, 

you can t ake care o f  t he problem  yourself  w it h t he goal o f  prevent ing  t he prob lem  f rom  reoccurr ing rat her  t han killing t he an im al. While 

rem oval/ killing o f  t he anim al seem s like t he solut ion, it  only of fers a qu ick f ix and a vacancy for  anot her  anim al in  search o f  a ready-m ade 

hom e. Hum ane m et hods o f  conf lict  prevent ion  are less cost ly and m ore  palat able t o  t he com m unit y at  large. Trap -Neut er -Ret urn coupled 

w it h colony m anagem ent  and nuisance prevent ion  t echniques of fer  long -t erm  solut ions t o feral (w ild) cat  nuisance behavior . 

 

 

Nuisance/ Complaint  Understanding the Behavior  The Solut ion 

Cat s are using m y garden/ yard 

as a lit t er  box or  d igg ing in m y 

f low erbed. 

 

A cat ’s nat ural inst inct  is t o  elim inat e in  sof t , 

loose so il-like m ulch, sand or  peat  m oss. 

 

To keep a cat  out  o f  your  garden: 

1. Place ir regular  shaped rocks or  p inecones set  f irm ly 

in t o  t he d ir t .  

2. Chicken w ire can be f irm ly set  in t o t he d ir t  (sharp 

edges ro lled under). 

3. Heavy p last ic carpet  runner  (point ed side up). 

4. Spray cat  repellent  available at  pet  supply st ores on 

t ypical d igging  areas or  p lant s. 

5. Reppers (repellent  grains sim ilar  t o  m ot h balls but  

designed t o det er  cat s and dogs) is available at  

Pet sm art  and m ost  local pet  st ores. 

6. Scat t er  f resh orange and lem on peels or  spray w it h 

cit rus-scent ed f ragrances. Cof fee grounds and p ipe 

t obacco also det er  cat s. 
7. Plant  t he herb rue t o repel cat s or  spr inkle dr ied rue 

over  t he garden.  
Cat s are sleep ing under  m y 

house, shed, deck or  in  t he 

car  m ot or . 

 

The cat  is seeking a w arm , dry shelt er  f rom  t he 

elem ent s. They w ill use abandoned bu ild ings 

and cars, brushp iles, cu lver t s and ot her  p laces 

t hat  provide cover  and prot ect ion. 

 

To det er  cat  f rom  your  area, physically b lock or  seal t he 

locat ion t he cat  is ent er ing  like t he deck, shed or  under  a 

m obile hom e w it h ch icken w ire or  lat t ice. 

 

The cat s are get t ing int o m y 

t rash. 

The cat s are hungry and looking for  food. They 

are oppor t unist ic scavengers and w ill feed on 

rodent s, insect s, m oles or  t rash, et c., if  no  

regular  food source is available. 

To det er  cat s f rom  your  proper t y, t rash should be proper ly 

covered and secured or  you w ill at t ract  raccoons and 

possum s in addit ion t o cat s. 



 

Nuisance/ Complaint  Understanding the Behavior  The Solut ion 

Cat s are everyw here. 

Fight ing, spraying, yow ling , 

roam ing, sick and in jured, 

cont inuing t o have kit t ens. 

These are "m at ing behaviors" d isplayed by cat s 

t hat  have not  been spayed or  neut ered. Cat s 

lef t  t o  breed unchecked or  w it hout  proper  

care can becom e a nuisance. 

1. Repor t  t he people t hat  abandon t heir  cat s. 

2. Is t he cat  unow ned or  is he/ she t he neighbor 's ow ned cat  

causing t he nuisance? 

3. Hum anely t rap and st er ilize t he cat s w it h Trap -Neut er  

Ret urn (TNR). This is t he single m ost  ef fect ive w ay t o  

elim inat e nuisance behaviors. It  st ops t he breeding and 

of fers a long-t erm  solut ion . Cont act  PAWS at  717-957-8122, 

Box 3 or  w w w .paw sofpa.org  for  assist ance st ar t ing TNR. 
 

 

Cat Stop Automatic Outdoor Cat  Deterrent  – Excludes cats from areas they are not  w elcome. When cat s com e w it h in range, Cat  St op em it s a 

loud burst  of  u lt ra-sonic sound t hat  st ar t les t he cat s and t eaches t hem  t o st ay aw ay. Safe for  ot her  anim als. Operat es for  up t o six m ont hs on 

a single 9-vo lt  bat t ery and prot ect s approxim at ely 290 sq. f t . Place in your  garden or  m ount  on a w all or  carpor t  ceiling. Order  at  

w w w .scat m at .com  or  call 1-800-767-8658. 
 

 

Myths and Misconcept ions Facts Explanat ion 

The cat s pose a t hreat  t o  

our  children. 

 

Feral cat s are nat urally w ary o f  people 

and w ill not  approach hum ans t hey do  

not  know . Feral cat s w ill not  at t ack 

unless t hey are cornered or  t hreat ened. 

 

Parent s and caregivers shou ld t each t heir  ch ild ren t o not  approach 

or  t ouch ANY unknow n anim al. Ch ildren shou ld ask an adult  or  

caregiver  for  help if  t hey t h ink an an im al m ay be t rapped, sick or  

in jured or  if  t hey f ind  a baby anim al. 

 

Feral cat s are d iseased and  

spread rabies. 

 

This is a com m on m isconcept ion. 

St udies show  t hat  feral cat s and ow ned 

cat s share sim ilar  healt h  st at us. 

 

TNR prot ect s t he public. Vaccinat ing, st er ilizing and t reat ing cat s 

for  f leas and ret urn ing healt hy cat s t o m anaged colonies is t he 

best  w ay t o prot ect  t he public as it  creat es a bar r ier  bet w een 

hum ans and w ild life.  

 

The cat s w ill go  aw ay if  

you st op feeding t hem . 

 

By not  feeding t he cat s, you w ill act ually 

creat e a great er  nuisance since cat s w ill  be 

forced t o rely on scavenging and  foraging 

for  food. 

 

Cat s w it h  no regular  food source w ill encroach closer  t o your  

proper t y and t here w ill be an increase in chance encount ers w it h 

people as t hey are dr iven by st arvat ion. Feed ing t he cat s on a 

regular  feeding schedule is t he f ir st  st ep  in co lony m anagem ent  

and w ill allow  for  hum ane t rapping and st er ilizat ion o f  t he cat s. 

Feeding st at ions can be p laced  in areas aw ay f rom  people t o 

reduce chance encount ers. 
 

Be Advised: If you choose to trap cats, there are specific trapping and care and treatment protocols you must follow. Bear in mind that most if not all 

feral cats taken to shelters are euthanized. Feral cats are not socialized to humans and are not candidates for adoption. Trap and removal methods are 

very costly to any township, city, borough and its taxpayers. For instance, in 2004, it cost the City of Harrisburg (taxpayers) over $130.00 for every 

cat that was picked up. Today's costs have increased to over $200 for each cat that is picked up. This is very expensive for a short-term solution. 

Please call PAWS at 717-957-8122, Box 3 to seek a long-term, non-lethal solution.erm, 
 

We would like to acknowledge Indyferal.org's Nuisance Prevention Tips fact sheet and Alley Cat Allies, upon which we based this information. 


