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· Getting Veterinarians to Work With You
· Why Veterinarians Won’t Help With Feral Cats
· There are too many cats

· There’s not enough access in private practice

· Feral cat care is not taught in veterinary school

· You must have a relationship with the veterinarian that you want to ask to help 

· Most can’t offer discounts for spaying or neutering feral cats because they have financial obligations, can’t afford not to charge full rates

· They don’t always understand feral cats and think that they will bring diseases into their clinic

· Some veterinarians do service work but it’s not always animal-related 

· Some prefer not to do veterinary work during their non work hours

· What Veterinarians Know About Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR)

· Older veterinarians were not exposed to feral car care during school

· The primary cause of death of cats get less teaching time than rare diseases

· Many of them are “educated” by sales representatives

· Many of them have no idea what TNR is and don’t want to know

· Not all of them are interested in doing service work
· It’s pointless to waste time asking veterinarians who do nothing to help with a spay/neuter clinic

· How To Get A Veterinarian to Work With You
· Start with those who do shelter work, volunteer work, etc
· You want to date them, not have a one night stand

· First get to know them and let them get to know you

· Remember that you are selling yourself and your cause to them

· Be everything to them that you want them to be to you

· Be truthful and don’t hide any information

· Keep your ethics high

· Don’t speak badly of anyone, especially other veterinarians

· Be reliable and keep your commitments

· Above all, respect their time and do what you say you will do

· Pay them for their time, medical advice, and appointments

· If not with money, then with other things like gift certificates

· Noble causes don’t pay bills so don’t expect them to work for free

· Don’t ask for a discount, let them be the one to make the offer

· Don’t waste time by telling long stories, get to the point and give quick facts and pertinent information

· Consider the information that they give to you as confidential

· Be available when they return your call—Do Not block their call

· Give respect to get respect

· Treat their office staff well because you never know who your allies are

· Find out their preferred way to communicate

· Veterinarians must be educated about feral cats—but, they must want to be and they must be receptive of the information that you have to offer
· Use only Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association (JAVMA) or equally reputable sources for information until more trust is cultivated

· By asking them to cut corners regarding diagnostic testing for feral cats may come back to haunt you and them if the outcome is poor
· They may not realize that wildlife medicine can be appropriate, effective, and rewarding

· It’s not bad or ineffective medicine, just a different style

· Ask the veterinarian for the least, what you need the most, then do or delegate all non veterinary work

· They’ll be more likely to agree to minimal work

· Offer information—print protocols for the veterinarian
· Anesthesia protocols

· Procedural protocols

· High quality high volume spay neuter (HQHVSP) standards
· Levy JK, Crawford PC: Humane strategies for controlling feral cat populations. JAVMA 225(9):1354–1360, 2004.

· The more high quality information that you can offer, the better

· The primary reason that veterinarians get sued is because clients get hurt while trying to restrain their own pets

· Many veterinarians won’t allow you to help so respect them when they tell you that you can’t

· Bring equipment for restraint (capture net, squeeze cage, etc), or ask if it would be helpful for you to buy items like a trap divider

· Prepare the room in case the cat escapes

· Put away glass items, close holes, etc

· If the veterinarian says that they won’t help and they give you a specific reason, listen to the reason then attempt to find a solution
· Don’t argue, take notes and offer to educate later

· For example, if they tell you that they’re afraid of the risk of spreading disease by bringing feral cats into their clinic, then offer Dr Levy’s article about disease rates being the same in feral cats as they are in cats that live indoors 
· Lee IT, Levy JK, Gorman SP, et al: Prevalence of feline leukemia virus infection and serum antibodies against feline immunodeficiency virus in unowned free-roaming cats. JAVMA 220(5):620–622, 2002.

· If a veterinarian won’t volunteer don’t hold it against them
· The Cat Web

· All cats are interconnected

· Solutions must involve all cats

· www.feralcatproject.org
· Feral cats aren’t necessarily feral for life

· Being feral is only a behavior

· Cat Facts

· Fact #10: The number one cause of death is being unadopted
· Fact #9: Cats are the number one species dying in shelters

· Fact #8: There is not enough room in shelters

· Fact #7: Free-roaming cats are the primary source of kittens entering shelters

· TNR is the most effective way to reduce shelter intake

· Fact #6: Infectious diseases are prevented by vaccinations

· Fact #5: Spay/neuter must be accessible to everyone as vaccinations for humans are made available (ie, population medicine)

· Fact  #4: Altering before adoption is the most effective prevention—for foster cats and shelter cats

· Fact #3: Offering free euthanasia is not the answer

· Placing feral cats in a shelters = death

· Fact #2: Compassionate people will always feed cats

· Fact #1: Prevention of feral cat overpopulation = spay/neuter

· A source of unaltered kittens is rescue organizations/foster
· Spayed or neutered cats have better chances of being adopted from rescue organizations

· Your Spay/Neuter Clinic—The Veterinarian’s View

· Develop a plan before you start

· Decide on a sold, well-defined mission

· What problem are you trying to solve?

· Do you want comprehensive care for all cats or is spay/neuter your priority?

· Why do you need to define your mission?

· Money spent to spay/neuter leads to lives saved

· Optional procedures include viral testing, vaccines, etc

· Define what you have the money to do

· High quality, high volume spay/neuter

· Prevention at the highest level

· Providing optional services means less money for spay/neuter and ultimately more kittens

· Spay/neuter saves more lives than other services

· One combination test for feline leukemia (FeLV) and feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV) cost as much as one neuter

· 10 FeLV/FIV tests = 5 spays not done

· Viral testing

· FeLV: 1 in 100 is positive so you spend $730 per positive which equals 30 spays not done

· Kittens are most susceptible, if exposed they are most likely to develop disease

· New data is showing that FeLV is not as contagious as previously thought, especially to adult cats, and injection site cancer from the vaccine is more of a problem

· FIV: a positive test does not mean the cat will develop disease

· A positive test only means the cat has antibodies to the virus and the virus may stay dormant for 10 years

· The new triple combination test will add a test for heartworm

· Positive test for heartworm is reliable

· But a positive test does not mean that the cat will develop heartworm disease

· For example, humans with HIV are positive for the virus but they don’t have disease unless they develop AIDS
· Negative test for heart worm is not so reliable

· Feline Viral Rhinotracheitis, Calicivirus, Panleukopenia (FVRCP) vaccine

· It costs $12,000 to vaccinate 5,000 feral cats per year  which is approximately 500 spay/neuter surgeries not done
· When in doubt about what to do, refer to your mission and stick with it

· If distemper is a problem in your area, then you should choose to vaccinate for FVRCP

· Live virus vaccination

· The virus is damaged so it doesn’t cause disease and immediately stimulates the immune system

· Killed virus vaccination

·  More prone to cause cancer because of the inflammatory response

· Really only good for pregnant female cats

· Ear mites, deworm, flea control
· Cures require multiple treatments and no re-exposure

· The cats get a few weeks of relief at most

· Cleaning ears and treating for ear mites risks vestibular problems

· Treating 5,000 cats equals 600 surgeries not done

· Spaying pregnant cats

· The surgery is more complicated and takes more time

· The surgeon should be very attentive

· This procedure is not taught in veterinary school
· Ethics

· Birthing isn’t always safe

· Kittens often die, which is normal for carnivores

· Complications of birth include, pyometra, mastitis, endometritis

· There are already not enough homes

· Small incisions (Yes!)

· Less trauma and faster recovery

· Incisions heal from side to side but hurt from end to end

· Less suture = less money spent

· Faster surgery means more surgeries per day

· Requires training

· Kittens

· Spay/neuter of kittens is prevention of feral cat overpopulation in its finest form

· Kittens that weigh 2 pounds can be spayed/neutered

· They only fast to for 4 hours or less (no overnight fast)

· They can be given food when they awaken because they have no glycogen stores in their liver and no body fat stores

· They must be kept warm and they awaken quickly so the surgeries must be done quickly

· Declaw extra/ingrown nails (polydactyl cats)

· Tail amputation, eye removal

· Know and trust caregiver for post operative care

· Cats must be kept inside and treated with antibiotics

· Abscesses

· Mother Nature’s treatment is to burst and drain

· Make large drainage openings, flush, leave open, treat with long-acting antibiotics

· Ringworm, upper respiratory tract infections

· Spay/neuter then treat

· Don’t wait for the perfect day 

· Deformities: 1 eye, 3 legs, etc

· Be logical and objective

· Spay/neuter if the cat is healthy

· If the cat is not suffering don’t worry about the deformity

· Protocol for Injured/Diseased Cats

· Recall your mission

· Decision with information at hand—no laboratory, no x-rays

· Retain humane lifestyle as a feral cat
· The vast majority are healthy

· TNR Minimal Procedures

· Scan for microchip

· Examination

· Spay/neuter

· Ear tip

· Rabies vaccination

· Return to their colony

· Confirm previous sterilization

· Check for ear tip

· Penile spines mean a male cat is unaltered, even if no testicles are present (cryptorchid)

· Some female cats have abdominal scars but have not been spayed

· You must ear tip

· You must give rabies vaccination to cats that weigh 4 pounds or more

· Cost is approximately $1.20 per vaccine 

· Use modified live vaccine

· Single dose protective titers are approximately 100%

· Lactating females will not quit lactating when spayed

· Have a quiet work area

· Inject in a trap with a divider

· How long do you keep a feral cat inside?

· Evaluate each cat individually

· 1 day to 1 week, if necessary

· There are no set rules
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