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From Caregiver to Advocate: Progress in the Feral Cat Movement

· Cats were domesticated approximately 10,000 years ago in Cyprus

· This had been proven with DNA analyses and through archaeological digs

· Alley Cat Allies started in 1990 

· The organization currently has 180,000 supporters

· The nation’s largest organization for the protection of feral cats
· There are more than 200 trap-neuter-return (TNR) organizations

· Public support for TNR is increasing

· History of TNR

· Developed in Denmark and the UK about 35 years ago by Dr. Peter Neville 
· Began in the United States (Martha’s Vineyard) in 1980 by Annabelle Washburn after hearing Dr Neville give a presentation on TNR at the World Society for the Protection of Animals in Boston
· National Feral Cat Day was established on October 16, 1991

· Facts about cats

· ALL cats are protected by anticruelty laws

· Domestic animals can become unsocialized

· Domestic cats can become stray or feral, but they are still domestic cats

· Domestic cats have been coexisting with humans for centuries

· Feral cats are not socialized but will still bond with their caregivers

· One third of cats now living in homes were once strays

· 1 in 5 households feed outdoor cats

· These people are men and women from all walks of life

· Most people want to help cats

· In a survey, 81% of the respondents said that cats living outdoors should be left alone instead of taken to a shelter

· Most feral cats are killed when taken to public shelters because they are unsocialized and not adoptable

· This practice uses tax money

· Public Policy

· Businesses now cater to those who implement TNR

· Years ago one could find hardly anything on the internet, now there are businesses that sell humane traps, feral cat shelters, food stations, and more

· Our communities are not giving us what we want in terms of TNR, spay/neuter and humane resources to care for these cats so people are going out and TNRing the cats, working with vets, creating the spay/neuter clinics and resources themselves 

· Health of outdoor cats

· Feline leukemia virus (FeLV) and feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV) occur in only 5% to 7% of free-roaming cats
· What is population control of free-roaming cats?
· Reproduction is permanently halted

· Health of the cats is improved

· Cats are vaccinated for rabies, which reduces the risk to public health

· Saves tax money because cats aren’t taken to public shelters

· Colony sizes are reduced because there is zero population growth

· People are educated about humane treatment of animals as they learn about the benefits of population control

· If cats are trapped and killed, other cats or other animals move in and reproduce

· TNR is the key to population control

· Alley Cat Allies has TNR resources (e.g., video about how to trap) available on their website
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